Mr. Joshua K. "JK" Russell Jr.

December 3, 1941 - December 29, 2023

Joshua K. "JK" Russell, Jr. passed away on Friday, December 29, 2023, at the
home.

Joshua Kennedy “JK” Russell, JR. was born on December 3, 1941, in Kansas
City, Missouri to J.K. Russell, Sr.. and Josie Mae Todd Russell. He was
preceded in death by both of his parents, brother, Frank E. Russell, Sr.. and
nephews, Manuel M. Calderon JR. and Poncey Brown, Jr.

JK was educated in the Kansas City, Missouri School District and was a
graduate of Lincoln High School, class of 1960. He was a Lt. Col. in ROTC
and lead the Drill Team to a State Championship. JK attended Metropolitan
Junior College (Penn Valley Community College). He began his career in the
grocery business at Food Land a neighborhood grocery then Safeway Food
Stores. He served in the U.S. Army for two years then returned to his job at
Safeway where he was a store manager and retired after 25 years of service
after Safeway closed their Midwest Division. While employed at Safeway he
was loaned to the Human Recourse Department to participate in a Jobs
Program as a Jobs Counselor. His main duties hire and counsel minority
employees for the first year of their employment. He worked as assistant
manager at Thriftway stores and retired again in 2001 for a total of 40 years in
the grocery business.

JK united in marriage to Anita Louise Bruce on June 23, 1973, and had



recently celebrated 50 years of marriage. As a youth he attended Ward
Chapel AME Church. In 1988 he joined his wife at Ebenezer AME Church. He
accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior and was an active member of Ebenezer
until his health began to fail having served on the Trustee Board, the Finance
Committee, Lay Organization and Male Chorus. He is a Silver Life Member of
NAACP Kansas City, MO Branch and served on the Executive Committee. He
served as president of the Lincoln High School Class of 1960.

JK loved restoring classic cars. He restored a 1966 Mustang and a 1937
Oldsmobile, and restored or repaired cars for friends. He was President and
one of the founders of K.C. Classical Car Club.

JK had a great sense of humor, loved to joke and was fun to be around. He
was a Kansas City Chiefs fan.
He departed this life on December 29, 2023, at home.

He leaves to cherish his memory his wife, Anita L. Russell, sisters Gwendolyn
L. Calderon, Rozelia H. Harris and Josie M. Cason of Kansas City, MO.
Brother-in-law Wardee R. (Gwendolyn) Bruce, JR, Turlock, CA. Sister-in-law
Marietta W. (Edward) Williams, Olathe, KS. Nephews George “Pat” Calderon,
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and Frank E. Russell, JR, Edward R.
Williams, Kansas City, MO. and Darrell D. Bruce, Bakersfield, CA, nieces Lisa
Harris, Rozlynn Harris, Jamie Randle, Michelle D. Williams all of Kansas City,
MO. and Wenzelyn M. Prychuk of Turlock, CA. and a host of great nephews,
great nieces, and other relatives, cousins, friends and a special friend like a
son Felix Beavers.

Funeral Services will be held on Saturday, January 13, 2024, 11:00am at
Ebenezer AME Church. Interment Forest Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be from
9:00am-11:00am at the church. Services conducted by Lawrence A. Jones &
Sons. Condolences may be shared on our website.






Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 13. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Ebenezer AME Church
3808 Emanuel Cleaver Il Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64130

Funeral Service

JAN 13. 11:00 AM (CT)

Ebenezer AME Church
3808 Emanuel Cleaver Il Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64130



Tribute Wall

| was not able to attend the services for Mr. Russell but, | want to
express my sincere condolences to Mrs. Anita Russell. Although |
did not know Mr. Russell well, each time that we met he was

nothing but congenial, jovial and extremely generous to me. He was
So interested in how | was feeling and what | was doing with the
work of voter protection. He was always protective and supportive of
Mrs. Russell and her work. That was such a great example of love.
He will be missed.

Elayne Enyard - January 19, 2024 at 04:23 PM

I will truly miss Josh and the conversations we had. Anita could tell
him something was going on with me and he would tell me what he
thought | should do. Always good advice. Rest in Heaven my
Friend.

Patricia Jones Macklin - January 09, 2024 at 01:20 PM

Josh was always kind and courteous. | remember him from various
places, but he impressed me most as a devoted husband. He and
Anita always appeared to be there for each other. Blessings to you,
Anita and Family

Rachel Williamson - January 13, 2024 at 11:41 AM

Josh brother Frank was married to my oldest sister Stephanie and |
always referred to him as uncle Josh. He was one of the nicest |
ever knew. He will truly be missed

Betty hotter - January 07, 2024 at 01:13 PM



Wardww and Gwen Bruce and family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mr. Joshua K. "JK" Russell Jr..

Wardww and Gwen Bruce and family - January 05, 2024 at 08:37 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mr. Joshua K. "JK" Russell Jr..

January 05, 2024 at 08:37 PM


https://www.lawrenceajones.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceajones.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

