Mrs. Clara Mae Pearson
January 24, 1927 - August 31, 2025

Mrs. Clara Mae (Whatley) Pearson was called to eternal glory in Christ on
August 31, 2025. She was born on January 24, 1927, in Floyd County,
Kentucky, the youngest of twelve children born to the late Robert and Ruby
Turner Whatley.

The Whatley family moved to Wayland, Kentucky, in the mid-to-late 1920s,
and later settled in Pikeville, Kentucky. Clara attended school in both Wayland
and Pikeville, graduating from Pikeville High School in 1946. She accepted
Christ at a young age and became a member of a church in Wayland before
later joining Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church in Pikeville, where she
faithfully served prior to relocating to Cleveland, Ohio.

On April 27, 1957, Clara married the love of her life, John Lee Pearson. The
couple later moved to Kansas City, Missouri, where they raised their family of
four children. In Kansas City, Clara joined Rescue Baptist Church, where she
served as a Mother of the Church. On days she was unable to attend in
person, she would turn on gospel music and listen to sermons on the radio.
Clara also worked many years at the Jewish Geriatric & Convalescent Center,
retiring in 1992.

Clara loved her family deeply and embraced her role as the matriarch. She
enjoyed cooking, tending to her flowers, and ensuring her children learned the



value of preparing meals with love. She encouraged her children to excel in
their education and was known for her kindness, cheerful spirit, and warm
smile that greeted everyone who passed her home.

In addition to her beloved husband of more than 49 years, Clara was
preceded in death by all of her siblings: Lucinda, Robert Lee, Katie, Mary,
Lillie, Sharper, Viola, John, Sam, Ruby, and Frank.

She leaves to cherish her memory four children: two sons, Willie Charles
Pearson (Lynn) of Lathrup Village, Michigan; and John Lee Pearson Jr. of
Kansas City, Missouri; two daughters, Jacqueline Pearson; and Tamika
Pearson of Kansas City, Missouri; two grandsons, Christopher; and Alexander
of Lathrup Village, Michigan; three granddaughters, Dominique; Te'Lor; and
Jonai; four great-grandsons, Jadon; Jordan; Trae; and Zayvion; all of Kansas
City, Missouri; as well as a host of devoted nieces; nephews; and friends.

Clara Mae Pearson will be dearly missed and forever remembered by all who
knew and loved her.

Funeral Services will be held on Saturday September 20, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.
at Lawrence A. Jones & Sons Funeral Chapel 1800 East Linwood Blvd.
KCMO 64109. Interment: Forest Hill Cemetery. Visitation: 10 — 11:00 a.m. at
the Chapel. Arrangements entrusted to Lawrence A. Jones & Sons Funeral
Chapels. Condolences may be shared on our website lawrenceajones.com.



Cemetery Details

Forest Hill Cemetery

6901 Troost Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64131
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Funeral Service
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1800 E Linwood Blvd
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(816) 921-1800

lajfc1@yahoo.com

https://www.lawrenceajones.com/
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Tribute Wall

Sincerest condolences to your family during this time. -Mrs. Tiffany
Helms & Family

Tiffany Helms - September 19, 2025 at 03:44 PM
From your cousins Ruth Whatley & family!

purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the
family of Mrs. Clara Mae Pearson.

From your cousins Ruth Whatley & family! - September 17,
2025 at 01:39 PM

Jackie P. purchased the Purity and Peace Casket
Spray for the family of Mrs. Clara Mae Pearson.

Jackie P. - September 14, 2025 at 09:50 PM

Jackie P. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mrs. Clara Mae
Pearson.

Jackie P. - September 14, 2025 at 09:50 PM
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Mark and Mary Sidler purchased the Arrive in Sty
le for the family of Mrs. Clara Mae Pearson.

Mark and Mary Sidler - September 08, 2025 at 07:56 PM


https://www.lawrenceajones.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceajones.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lawrenceajones.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

